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SECRET STATE 279652 

NODIS 



E.O. 1I652:GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUBJECT: PORTUGUESE POLITICAL SITUATION 
FOR AMBASSADORS CARLUCCI AND RICHARDSON ONLY 
COUNSELOR SONNENFELDT CALLED IN UK MINISTER MORETON (UK 
AMBASSADOR WAS UNAVAILABLE) TO DISCUSS CURRENT SITUATION IN 
PORTUGAL. SONNENFELDT SAID USG WAS CONCERNED BY RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS PARTICULARLY THE EVENTS OF THE PAST DAY. 
AMBASSADOR CARLUCCI AS A RESULT HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
CALL ON AZEVEDO, ANTUNES, AND SOARES TO EXPRESS THE USG'S 
SYMPATHY AND SUPPORT FOR THEIR CURRENT EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN 
AND STRENGTHEN SIXTH PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT. WE SEE VALUE 
IN HAVING OTHER WESTERN REPRESENTATIVES DO THE SAME AND 
INTEND TO BE IN TOUCH WITH THE FRG AND THE FRENCH TO SO 
PROPOSE. SONNENEELDT SAID THE SECRETARY WISHED TO INFORM 
CALLAGHAN OF WHAT WE ARE DOING AND TO SUGGEST THAT HE 
CONSIDER WHETHER HIS AMBASSADOR MIGHT NOT MAKE SIMILAR 
DEMARCHES. EINALLY SONNENEELDT SAID THE SECRETARY WOULD 
GREATLY WELCOME ANY SUGGESTIONS CALLAGHAN MIGHT HAVE EOR 
FUTURE STEPS OUR GOVERNMENTS MIGHT TAKE TO STRENGTHEN 
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